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greatest celebration throughout the ecclesiastical 
year, and so important and joyous a solemnity 
is it deemed, that a special exception is made 
in its favor, whereby, in the event of the an- 
niversary falling on a Friday, that day of the 
week, under all other circumstances a fast, is 
transformed to a festival. 

That the birth of Jesus Christ, the deliverer 
of the human race, and the mysterious link 
connecting the transcendent and incomprehen- 
sible attributes of Deity with human sympathies 
and affections, should be considered as the most 
glorious event that ever happened, and the most 
worthy of being reverently and joyously com- 
memorated, is a proposition which must com 
mend itself to the heart and reason of every one 
of His followers, who aspires to walk in His 
footsteps, and share in the ineffable benefits 
which His death has secured to mankind. And 
so, though at one period denounced by the 
Puritans as superstitious, avd to the present day 
disregarded by Calvinistic Protestants, as up- 
warranted by Scripture, there are few, who will 
seriously dispute the propriety of observing the 
anniversary of Christ’s birth by religious service. 

A question, however, which has been long 
and eagerly agitated, is here brought forward. 
Is the 25th of December really the day on 
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Christians celebrated the festival on the Ist or 
6th of January; others on the 29th of March, 
the time of the Jewish Passover ; while others, it 
is said, observed it on the 29th of September, or 
Feast of Tabernacles. There can be no doubt, 
however, that long before the reign of Constan- 
tine, in the fourth century, the season of the 
New Year had been adopted as the period for 
celebrating the Nativity, though a difference in 
this respect existed in the practice of the East- 
ern and Western Churches, the former observing 
the 6th of January, and the latter the 25th of De- 
cember. The custom of the Western Church at 
| last prevailed, and both of the ecclesiastical bod- 
ies agreed to hold the anniversary on the same dav. 
The fixing of the date appears to have been the 
act of Julius I., who presided as pope or bishop 
of Rome, from 337 to 352 A. D. The cireum- 
stance is doubted by Mosheim, but is confirmed 
by St. Chrysostom, who died in the beginning 
of the fifth century. This celebrated father ot 
the charch informs us, in one of his epistles, 
that Julius, on the solicitation of St. Cyril of 
Jerusalem, caused strict inquiries to be made 
on the subject, and thereafter, following what 
seemed to be the best authenticated tradition, 
settled authoritatively the 25th of December as 
the anniversary of Christ’s birth, the “ Fes- 
toram omoium metropolis,” as it is styled by 
Chrysostom. It is true, indeed, that some have 
represented this fixing of the day to have been 

accomplished by St. Telesphorus, who was 
bishop of Rome 128—139 A. D, but the au- 

thority for the assertion is very doubtful. 

Tewards the close of the second century, we 

find a notice of the observance of Christmas in 

the reign of the Emperor Commodus; and 

about a buodred years afterwards, in the time 

of Divelesian, an atrocious act of cruelty is re- 

corded of the last named emperor, who caused 

a church in Nicomedia, where the Christians 





which our Saviour first showed himself in| were celebrating the Nativity, to be eet on fire, 
human form in the manger at Bethlebem?j|and by barring every means of egress from the 
The evidence which we possess regarding the | building, made all the worshippers perish in the 
date is not only traditional, but likewise con-| flames. Since the end of the fourth century at 
flicting and confused. In the earliest periods | least, the 25th of December has been uniformly 
at which we have any record of the observance | observed as the anniversary of the Nativity by 
of Christmas, we find that some communities of all the nations of Christendom. 
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Thus far for ancient usage, but it will be 
readily comprehended that insurmountable dif- 
ficulties yet exist with respect to the real date 
of the momentous event under notice. Sir 
Isaac Newton, indeed, remarks in his Commen- 
tary on the Prophecies of Daniel, that the feast 
of the Nativity, and most of the other ec- 
clesiastical anniversaries, were originally fixed | 
at cardinal points of the year, without any 
reference to the dates of the incidents which 
they commemorated, dates which, by the lapse 
of time, had become impossible to be ascertained. 
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the father of the gods ; among the Scandinavian 
nations he was known under the epithet of Odin 
or Woden, the father of Thor, who seems after- 
wards to have shared with his parent the 
adoration bestowed on the latter, as the divinity 
of which the sun was the visible manifestation ; 
whist with the ancient Persians, the appellation 
for the god of light was Mithras, apparently the 
same as the Irish Mithr, and with the Phe- 
nicians or Carthaginians it was Baal or Bel, an 
epith:t familiar to all students of the Bible. 
Concurring thus as regards the object of 


Thus the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary was worship, there was a no less remarkable uniform- 
placed on the 25th of March, or about the time|ity in the period of the year at which these 
of the vernal equinox ; the feast of St. Michael | different nations celebrated a grand festival in 
on the 29th of September, or near the autumnal! his honor. The time chosen appears to have 
equinox; and the birth of Christ and other) been universally the season of the New Year, or, 
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peas 
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festivals at the time ef the winter-solstice. 

Many of the apostles’ days—such ‘as St. Paul, 

St. Matthias, and others—were determined by 
the days when the sun entered the respective 
signs of the ecliptic, and the pagan festivals had 
also a considerable share in the adjustment of 
the Christian year. To this last we shall shortly 
have occasion to advert more particularly, but at 
present we shall content ourselves by remarking 
that the views of the great astronomer just 
indicated, present at least a specious explanation 
of the original construction of the ecclesiastical | 
calendar. As regards the observance of Easter 


indeed, avd its accessory celebrations, there is 
good ground for maintaining that they mark 
tolerably accurately the anniversaries of the 
Passion aud Resurrection of our Lord, seeing 
that we know that the events themselves took 
place at the period of the Jewish Passover. 
But no such precision of date can be adduced 


as regards Christmas, respecting which the 
generally receivea view now is, that it does not 
eorrespond with the actual date of the nativity 
of our Saviour. One objection, in particular, 
has been made, that the incident recorded in 
Scripture, of shepherds keeping watch by night 
on the plains of Bethlehem, could not have 
taken place in the month of December, a period 
generally of great inclemency in the region of 
Judea. 

Though Christian nations have thus, from 
an early period in the history of the church, 
celebrated Christmas about the period of the 
winter-solstice or the shortest day, it is well 
known that many, and, indeed, the greater num- 
ber of the popular festive observances by which it 
is characterized, are referrible to a much more 
ancient origin. Amid all the pagan nations of 
antiquity, there seems to have been a universal 
tendency to worship the sun as the giver of life 
and light, and the visible manifestation of the 
Deity. Various as were the names bestowed 
by different peoples on this.object of their 
worship, he was still the same divinity. Thus, 
at Rome, he appears to have been worshipped 
under one of the characters attributed to Saturn, 


rather, the winter-solstice, from which the new 

year was frequently reckoned. This unanimity 
in the celebration of the festival in question, is 
to be ascribed to the general feeling ot joy which 


| all of us experience when the gradual shorten- 


ing of the day reaches its utmost limit on the 
21st of December, and the sun, recommencing 
his upward course, announces that mid-winter 
is past, and spring and summer are approaching. 
On similar grounds, and with similar demon- 
strations, the ancient pagan nations observed a 
festival at mid-summer, or the summer-solstice, 
when the sun arrives at the culminating point 
of his ascent on the 21st of June, or longest 
day. 

By the Romans, this anniversary was cele- 
brated under the title of Saturnalia, or the 
festival of Saturn, and was marked by the 
prevalence of a universal license and merry- 
making. -The slaves were permitted to enjoy 
for a time a thorough freedom in speech and 
behaviour, and it is even said that their masters 
waited on them as servants. Every one feasted 
and rejoiced, work and business were for a sea- 
son entirely suspended, the houses were decked 
with laurels and evergreens, presents were made 
by parents and friends, and all sorts of games 
and amusements were indulged in by the 
citizens. In the bleak north, the same re- 
joicings had place, but in a ruder and more bar- 
barous form. Fires were extensively kindled, 
both in and out of doors, blocks of wood blazed in 
honor of Odin and Thor, the sacred mistletoe was 
gathered by the Druids, and sacrifices, both of 
men and cattle, were made to the savage 
divinities. Fires are said, also, to have been 
kindled at this period of the year by the ancient 
Persians, between whom and the Druids of 
Western Europe a relationship is supposed to 
have existed. 

In the early ages of Christianity, its ministers 
frequently experienced the umtost difficulty in 
inducing the converts to refrain from indalging 
in the “popular amusements which were 80 
largely participated in by their pagan country- 
men. Among others, the revelry and license 
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which characterized the Saturnalia called for|10 mo. 4. Gift of the Holy Ghost, Acts 2: 1-7 


special animadversion. But at last, convinced = gre to Stephen, Acts 7: 55-60 
partly of the inefficacy of such denunciations, aod — a ‘Ge High Priest, oe = a 
partly influenced by the idea that the spread of} 11 mo, 1. The Present Comforter, Jobn 16; 7-15 
Christianity might thereby be advanced, the 8. The Little While, . John 16: 16-29 
church endeavored to amalgamate, as it were, 15. The Promised Return, . . Acts 1: 11 

the old and new religions, and soaght, by trans- 32. Tee foe Gervaat, Mett'tt: 42-47 
ferring the heathen ceremonies to the solemni- | 12 amt “2 peel ie i ae ae 
ties of the Christian festivals, to make them 13. The Sheep and Goats, . . Matt. 25: 31-46 
subservient to the cause of religion and piety, 20. Resurrection and Reign, Rev. 20: 4-6 

A compromise was thus effected between clergy 27. The New Heaven and Barth, Rev. 21: 1-7 
and laity, though it must be admitted that it rake 

proved anything but a harmonious one, as we JOHN PRIESTMAN. 

find a constant, though inffectual, proscription (Concluded from page 259.) 


by the ecclesiastical authorities of the favorite} About three years ago his name was put on 
amusements of the people, including among’ the Commission of the Peace. This occasioned 
others the sports and revelries at Christmas. {him to review the grounds of his refusal to 

Ingrafted thus on the Roman Saturnalia, the take the affirmation, but it only confirmed him 
Christmas festivities received in Britain further in the conclusion previously arrived at. There 
changes and modifications, by having superadded , was also another barrier to his accepting the 
to them, first, the Druidical rites and super-| office. Io common with the Society of Friends 
stitions, and then, after the arrival of the Saxons, , in general, he objected to all oaths as contrary 
the various ceremonies practised by the ancient to the express commandment of Christ. But 
Germans and Scandinavians. The result has he knew that in the capacity of a magistrate 
been the strange medley of Christian and pagan he would be called upon to require others to be 
rites which contribute to make up the festivi-| put through that form to which he himself had 


ties of the modern Christmas.— Chambers. | so strong a conscientious objection ; and, should 
ee any person, not specially privileged by law to 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS, make affirmation instead of outh, refuse, on 

For every week in the year 1868. |grounds of conscience, to comply, he would 


lmo. 5. The Curse and Promise, Gen. 3: 14-24 | have ” ee ern ret 4 
12. The Ram in the Thicket, Gen. 22: 11-18 acting on convictions ae, ee to - 
19. Jacob’s Dream,. .. . ... Gen. 28: 10-15 own. He particularly wished to accept this 
26. The Passover Lamb, . . . Exod. 12: 1-13 office for the sake of the help he might have 


2mo. 2. Azazel, the Scapegoat, . . Lev. 16: 6-22 | heen enabled to render the Bradford magisttates 
9. Job’s Redeemer, ..... . Job 19: 23-27 . 


ner, \j i ination to do all tl 

16. The Everlasting Kingdom, Dan. 7: 13-18 |" their determination o do all they could to 
23. The Man of Sorrows, . . Isa. 53: 1-12. | prevent the extension of the License system in 

3mo. 1. The Annunciation, .. . Matt. 1: 20-25 | the borough. But, much as he desired it, he 
8. The Babe in the Manger, Luke 2: 4-12 | felt compelled to decline the proffered honor. 
15. Herod’s Cruel Slaughter, Matt. 2: 13-21 There were two occasions on which he 
99 . . ee D- AD 9.8 . . 
22. Jesus among the Doctors, Luke 2: 42-52 | was solicited to come forward as a candidate to 
29. John’s Testimony, ..... John 1: 29-36 | . . . : 

4mo. 5. Christ's Bactiem. ... . Matt. 3: ll |represent Bradford in Parliament.” [a 1359 
12. The Three Temptations, Matt. 4: 1-11 | he reluctantly consented to allow his friends 
19. The First Miracle, .... Jobn 2: 


2: 1-11 |to put him up in nomination, if they thought it 
6. Talk with Nicodemus, . . John 3: 1-10 | best so todo. When it was found that such a 
Smo, 3. Talk by the Well, . . . . Jihn 4: 10-26 | conse would divide the Liberal party, his name 
0. Hearers and Doers, . . . Luke 6: 46-49 | ithd In 1861 h ld . 

. Culling of the Twelve, . . Mark 6: 7-12 | We Wiidrawn. tn C00! he coud no be ie- 
4. Sending of the Seventy, Luke 10: 1-11 | duced to give his consent; and, had he done 
1. The Good Shepherd,. . . John 10: 1-7 j|s0, it would again have divided the I%beral 


6mo. 7. The Transfiguration,. . . Mark 9: 1-9 party; so that with such a division, and witha 
14, The Lord’s Supper,. ... Rev. 3: 20 








21. Gethsemane, ..... « « Mark 14; 32-4! | candidate lacking, rd he was, in that intense 
28. The Betrayer John 13: 18-27 | petsoual ambition which works so powerfully at 
28. i ish bebidas : 18-2 , , 

Tmo. 5. The Seizure,....... Luke 22: 47-54/ elections, it was very doubtful whether he 
a | See Jobn 19: 4-14 | would have been retarned if nominated. In- 
19. The Cracifixion, . ... . Matt. 27: 26-32) qoed, seeing that the way to civil office in 1855 
"Ee R- 96.39 } * . 

Ses = Seatac 7 ee 2 = a 3? | had been barred to him, his energies and 
+ & Js0sep 4 se 2 bs 29: 9U=-90 | . , . y 

9. The Guarded Sepulchre, Matt. 27: 61-66 thoughts had turned into another channel, ani 


16. The Women at the Tomb, Mat. 28: 1-8 | he hala growing distate for prom nent political 
23. The Walk to Emmaus, . . Luke 24: 13-27| life. He felt the excitement of Parliamentary 


30, Christ and the Eleven, . . Luke 24: 36-44) elections to be very unfavorable to the main- 
9mo. 6. Doubting Thomas, .. . . Jobn 20: 24-29 


13. The Draught of Fishes, John 21: 3-11 | ‘ance of a religious state of mind, and he 
20. Feed my Sheep, ..... John 21. 15-18| had long wished to keep aloof from them. 
27. The Ascension,...... Luke 24; 49-53! And yet he was an earnest reformer. One of 
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the earliest memoranda found in his diary rans ing country, pointing out to them God’s handi- 
thus: “On the 6th of Fifth month, 1841, the work in flower and insect, bird and tree. 
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His 


ground at York was covered with snow. Iwas labors and care are remembered with love and 
there attending the election of four knights of gratitude by many now attained to years of ma- 
the shire to carry the Reform Bill through turity, who feel to this day the benefits of his 


Parliament.” 


The interest which he thus felt training and care. 


We kaow one who, every 


in the first Reform Bill was not greater than | time he passes by the mill, and looks up to some 
that with which he looked on the prospect of a/ remuants of the old staircase still to be seen in 


second. 


He took an active part in the meetings one of the outside walls, feels a thrill of joy at 


held in Bradford to promote this object, which | the memories awakened of the days when he 
he lived to see nearly, but not quite, accom- | used to climb those heights into the school-room 


plished. 
all his sympathies, and the cause of the slave 
ever found in him a hearty and uaflinching ad- 
vocate. The last public meeting in which he 
took part was one to memorialize the Govern- 
ment to make a searching investigation into the 
atrocities of the Jamaica massacre of 1865. 

He was a thorough Nonconfcrmist. Imbued 
with the spirit of religious liberty, he spared 
no effort to aid those who aimed to make British 
law compl tely consistent therewith. In con- 
junction with his partner, he resisted an illegal 
collection of the Church-rate along with the 
Poor’s Rate in Bradford. This faithful action 
of one firm resulted (after a poll, in which the 
Churchwardens were beaten by two to one), in 
relieving a large parish, of many square miles in 
extent, of a time-honored but now unjust and 
odious impost. 

On wost political questions his views were in 
unison with those held by the majority of his 
fellow-townsmen. But his principles were not 
built on popular opinion—to that he sometimes 
found himself in direct antagonism. When 
this was the case, he did not shrink from faith- 
fully and publicly upholding what he believed 
to be the truth. Perhaps the most memorable 
occasion on which he thus stood in opposition 
to popular feeling was that on which, in 1853, 
at the great meeting at Leeds, Richard Cobden 
moved a resolution condewnatory of the Rus- 
sian war. That perfect madness which had 
seized the nation, and of which perhaps the ma- 
jority are now heartily ashamed, had left the 
Peace party in a small minority, and Cobden 
found but very few supporters in his attempt to 
stem the tide of popular frenzy. Among 
these few was John Priestman, who boldly stood 
forward to second the unpopular resolution. 

Among the modern institutions for improving 
the condition of the poorest of the people, 
which called forth his active sympathies, we 
may mention Ragged Schools. On the top 
story of the Queen’s Mills there was, some 
years ago, a room not occupied for the business. 
There the firm established one of the first Rag- 
ged Schools in the kingdom. They met with 
an excellent master, who took an unflagging in- 
terest in his work. His labors were not con- 
fined to school hours. It was his delight, on 
the early summer mornings, to wander with a 
knot of his scholars fo. miles over the surround- 


The Free Trade agitation called forth | at Queen’s Mills. 


In 1837 John Priestman entered into the 
business of a stuff wanufacturer in addition to 
that of a corn miller, which he still continued 
as before. The two businesses were carried on 
under the same roof for about seven years. 
Then, in consequence of the rapid growth of 
the former, and the increased accommodation 
which it demanded, it was removed to new prem- 
ises, erected on purpose, and named Ashfield 
Mill. Even at that time Bradford retained 
much of the character of a village, and it was 
possible for a manufacturer to know more of the 
character of the “‘ hands,” and to be more select 
in those he employed, ‘han the altered circum- 
stances of the town would now permit. Such 
was the care exercised at Ashfield Mill, and 
such was the resulting tone, showing itself in 
the dress and deportment of the women and 
girls employed, that the place soon obtained 
the enviable name of “Lady Mill.” The 
rowth of the mill was steady and rapid, so 
that in 1866 the number of “ bands” in the 
employ of the firm amounted to eleven hundred, 
and the establishment ranked as one of the 
very first in the trade. Thus it was that in his 
later years a stream of wealth poured in upon 
John Priestman, by which he was evabied to 
contribute largely to the funds of the many 
philanthropic and benevolent movements, whose 
objecte lay so near his heart. 

In the pecuniary assistance which he ren- 
dered to those around him who stood in need, 
it was his principle to endeavor to do so in such 
a way as pot to pauperise. ‘Help them to 
help themselves,” was his motto. He did not 
believe in the wisdom of indiscriminate charity. 
The permanent good effected by his gifts was 
thus greater, because bestowed with careful 
consideration. 

He was devotedly attached to the doctrines 
and practices of the Society of Friends. But 
he was as far as possible from being a bigot or 
asectary. He held out the right hand of fel- 
lowship to all who “loved the Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity,” under whatever name they 
ranked themselves. Still he was an earnest 
pleader for those doctrines which were dear to 


himself, and he took care to improve the many 
opportunities which his position gave him, for 
explaining them in quarters where they were 
but little understood. It was no source of satis- 
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faction to him to hear from members of his own 
body the expression, “ We are not a proselyting 
people,” so often heard a few years ago, but 
now, happily, almost obsolete. So far was he 
from wishing, as too many have done, to keep 
the Society select, that he took a lively ititerest 
in that increasing number who, though not 
members of the Society, form about half of the 
regular congregation of worshippers at the 
Friends’ Meeting House, Bradford. He held 
that they were as much a component part of the 
church as were the registered members of the 
body, and he was very desirous that the Society 
should remove from itself all merely traditional 
forms which bar the way of devoted serkers after 
the truth, in their progress towar/s Quakerism. 

One who knew much of his inner life, from 
youth to its earthly close, relates that during 
that whole period, it was his frequent practice 
to retire to his closet for meditation, self-exam 
ination, and prayer. There he was known often 
to pour forth his soul in earnest pleadings for a 
renewed heart. His private memoranda, writ- 
ten with a view to aid him in spiritual improve- 
ment, and evidently intended only for his own 
eye, indicate the fervency of his heavenward 
desires, and the low estimate he put upon his 
religious attainments. How he writes in sorrow 


of his coming short of the requirements of the 
Christian life ; how he bemoane his feeble faith ; 


how he sometimes fears he is making no spirit- 
ual progress; how he records against himself a 
spirit of lukewarmness and iudifference towards 
rod, and forgetfulness of His great mercies! 
But it was not a// cloud, or sorrow, or mourn- 
ing. He also records “ favored seasons,” of 
which he could declare, “I sought the Lord, 
aod in mercy he was near to me, and my soul 
was refreshed, and in peace.” His heart was 
often filled with overflowing gratitude, and he 
could say with King David, “ Bless the Lord, 
oh, my soul, and all that is within me bless His 
holy name.” He drank deeply at the Gospel 
fountaina—Christ was all in all to him. He 
frequently dwelt on the ‘* mystery of godliness,” 
and the wonderful revelation of God's love to 
fallen man, in the reconciliation wrought by 
Ilis dear Sun, and the sanctifying operations of 
the Holy Spirit on the heart, affections, and 
motives of the believer in Jesus. 

At the commencement of his last illness, he 
retired, as it were, from the world, with a peace- 
ful feeling that his work was done, and that it 
only remained for him te await the summons of 
his Lord. Through three months of inaction 
and increasing weakness, he was borne up by 
( use his own words) “ an unqualified trust in 

esus.” He was iu the act of dressing, on the 
morning of the 29th of Tenth month, 1866, 
when the expected summons came. He quietly 
lay down, took an affectionate leave of those 
around him, and his spirit departed in peace, 
to realize in all its fulness the glory he had se 
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loved to anticipate, of “the inheritance with 
the sainis in light.” 

There are many things in connection with 
which his memory is very dear tous. But we 
most love to dwell upon it, entwined, as it 
were, with the words of his last mexsage to 
those with whom he had been wont to meet for 
the worship of God: “ Tell them I die in the 
faith of Jesus. Tell them I die in the peace of 
Jesus—no fear—no doubts—no -clouds. Tell 
them to give their whole hearts to Christ.” — 
Friends’ Quarterly Examiner. 

New Vienna, 12th mo. 14, 1867. 
Wm. J. ALLINSON : 

Dear Friend,—Eovclosed thou will find an 
extract from a letter of Joha Ashworth giving 
his views in few words upon the important 
question of Temperance. Perhaps no man 
living bas seen more of the sad effects of indul- 
gence in intoxicating drinks than John Ash- 
worth. The appearance of this in the Review 
might be the means of stimulating some to be 
more earnest in their labors against that giant 
evil, which is now so fearfully spreading ia our 
land. Thy friend, 

Joun Henry Dovuctas. 


“ TEMPERANCE.—The author of ‘Strange 
Tales,’ in a reply to a letter from J. Postle- 
thwaite, of Bedford, has written as follows :— 
‘ Broadfield, Rochdale, Sept. 26, 1867. My 
dear friend, —You ask me if I am a total ab- 
stainer. I answer, yes, of long standing, aod 
for many reasons. Que, that | may have good 
health, and more vigor of body for doing my 
Master’s work. Another, that I may avoid 
that pit of destruction of body and soul into 
which thousands are falling. Another, because 
I have seen the fearful consequences to many 
who were once members of Christian churches, 
but through driok have fallen away. Another, 
and not the least, is that my example may in- 
crease my power of doing good; for if 1 were 
to write against drink and its consequences 
night and day, and speak or preach against 
drunkenness till tears of blood ran down my 
face, if I took it myself the people might and 
would say, “ He speaks and writes against strong 
drink, yet he takes it himself.” This would 
weaken, if not destroy, my usefulness among 
them, and this I would not have destroyed or 
weakened for all the wine, whisky, gin, rum, 
brandy, porter, or bitter beer in the world! If 
driok makes my brother to offeod—and we 
know it does—I would say with Paul, For his 
sake, for my brother's sake, God helping me, I 
will never touch it again while the world stands. 

‘Yours, very truly, Jon AsaworTH.’” 


Stanper.—*“The reptile in human form 
should be avoided with care. You may rub 
out the slime of a snail, but not the slime of a 
slanderer.” 
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THE PENNS AND PENINGTONS. 
(Continued from page 268.) 

‘When Isaac Penington had anchored on what 
he felt to be Gospel Truth, he was indefatigable 
in his efforts to draw others into that state which 
had brought him so much consolation and clear- 
ness of spiritual vision. Especially dreading 
that teaching which did not dwell on or lead to 
a consciousness of the absolute necessity of the 
purification of the heart and conduct, he became 
very close and earnest in pressing home the 
worthlessness of religious belief which did not 
bring forth holiness of life. Many of his letters 
addressed to acquaintances under these feelings 
are still extant. Some of them were to persons 
now quite unknown, and various others to his 
own relations. Those letters to his father which 
have been preserved are remarkable produc- 
tions. They seem to have followed each other 
uninterruptedly, but only two of them have 
dates, and these belong to 1658, the year in 
which Isaac Penington and his wife fully joined 
the Friends. I shall place those which I| select 
io the order of time, as nearly as this can be 
ascertained from internal evidence. The manu- 
scripts from which | have copied these letters 
are preserved in the Friends’ Library, Devon- 
shire House, London. Believing that if given 
in full they would be found tedious by the gen- 
eral reader, I bave avoided the repetitions and 
omitted some paragraphs. Their character and 


tone of deep feeling will, I trust, be appreciated 
from the following copious extracts :— 


No. L—Jsaac Penington to his father, Alder- 
man Penington, on the religion of the latter. 

“ Ah, dear father, how strong and tender my 
affections have been to thee from my childhood, 
and how they have grown upon me of late year, 
the Lord knows and will in due time make 
manifest. My breathings have been strong after 
thy soul, my sorrow great concerning it, my 
prayer constant and very vehement for thee. 
ludeed, there was somewhat in my beart which 
still caused me to fear concerning thy religion, 
through its beginning and its growth, of its not 
being what thou took it to be, nor able to effect 
in the end what thou expectest from it. Now 
let my love speak freely, and be not offended, 
for the Lord knows I would not speak one word 
to grieve or trouble thee, were there not an 
exceeding great cause.” 

“Thy religion began in the wrong part; thy 
fear was raised, and thy affection stirred, so 
thou didst bend thyself to seek after God to 
avoid the wrath thou wast afraid of. By this 
means thou fell in with that religion which was 
obvious to thee, and hast taken up duties and 
practices which the understanding and affee- 
tions have drawn into. Here thou hast raised 
up @ building, and here lies thy life and thy 
hope ; thy confidence arises but from the tem- 
per of the natural part in thyself.” 
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“Now, dear father, what hath thy religion 
effected? Is thy soul redeemed from sin? Art 
not thou a captive to this day to many lusts? 
If thou knewest that power wherein is the law- 
ful strife against sin, thy bonds would be broken. 
But striving against sin in the part wherein 
sin’s strergth lies can never bring victory. But 
oh! dear father, there is power in the death of 
Christ; power to bridle the tongue and the 
passions ; power to bridle prejudices, yea, and 
to cut down that in which these things stand. 
If thou knewest the Truth of Christ, the living 
Truth, which the Apostles knew and preached, 
thou wouldst say by experience, this is able to 
make free from sin, for it takes possession of 
the heart where sin’s throve is; it is stronger 
than sin, and its strength would appear if it 
were but hearkened to and turned to. 

“Oh! that thou knewest that Egypt, that 
Sodom, that Babylon which the Lord calls out 
of, and that Canaan, that Sion, that Jerusalem 
which He calls to, that thou mightest set thy 
face thitherward; for thy soul must leave the 
one, and come to the other, or thou wilt miss 
what thou hopest for in the end. Therefore 
[seek] to know the Word io thy heart, to know 
the living Christ, to know the voice of the liv- 
ing God; to know that which smites thee in 
secret; and let not the wound be healed slight- 
ly. Let not the deceiver cry, ‘ Peace! peace! 
where there is no peace;’ but know the de- 
struction of that wicked one in thee to whom 
God will never be reconciled. And do not 
hearken to teachers who teach in the wisdom 
which is out of the life, which is in the fallen 
understanding; for in that state they themselves 
cannot but perish, and their doctrine is not able 
to save any. Therefore, dear father, seek the 
true Teacher, which is He that smiteth in se- 
eret. Oh! how often hath he knocked at the 
door of thy heart: do at length let Him in. He 
comes with the true knowledge, with true life, 
with true power. Do vot thrust Him away, but 
make peace with Him; give up His enemy to 
Him; let Him beat down the high and lofty 
one, and raise up the poor, the meek, even that 
of God in thee which is in captivity. Let not 
thy talent lie hid in the napkin, or thou wilt 
pot be able to answer for it to God. 

“T remain thy dearly loving son, filled with 
grief and sorrow for thy soul. Soe 
No. I. —Jsaac Lenington to his father, Alder- 

man Penington, on gospel ministry. 

“ Dear Father,—The gospel is the power of 
God unto salvation; it is the glad tidings of 
freedom from sin, and of the baptism of the 
Spirit, that we may serve God in holiness and 
righteousness ali the days of our life. The min- 
isters of the gospel are those who in the spirit 
of Christ, by the gift and inspiration thereof, 
preach these tidings to the poor and needy, to 
the captives, to those that groan under the 
pressure of the body of corruption. 
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“This gospel, through the great mercy of 
God, I have at length heard preached. Though 
thou, through prejudice, calls this speaking of 
the Spirit through servants and handmaids, 
pratiny, yet the Lord forgive thee; for surely 
if thou knew what thou didst herein, thou 
wouldst not thus offend the Lord—extolling 
preaching by man’s wisdom, from a minister 
made by man, for gospel preaching; and con- 
demniog the preaching of persons sent by God 
under the immediate inspiration of his Spirit. 

“ As for those whom thou callest ministers, 
if I were to speak concerning them the very 
truth from the Lord, thou couldst not receive 
it; yet I am far from accounting them the ‘ off- 
scouring of the earth ;’ for I look upon them as 
wise and knowing, and as of great beauty in 
earthly learning and wisdom ; but surely not as 
having ‘ the tongue of the learned,’ in the gos- 
pel sense, ‘to speak a word in season to him 
that is weary.’ [Yet they abundantly examine] 
the Scriptures, and toss them about, and wrest 
them in their uncertain reasonings and guess- 
ings concetuing the sense, and in the various 
doubtful interpretations they give. 

** And whereas I am blamed for not putting 
a difference between the profane and scandalous 
mixisters and the reverend and godly sort, my 
answer is: they are united in one form of min- 
istry. The question is not concerning the per- 
sons, but the ministry, in which they are one, 
and their standing and power of government 
one, which is not by the power and presence of 
the Spirit, but by the strength of the magis- 
trate. The true gospel ministry is spiritual, 
and cannot be upheld by that which is carnal in 
its call, its maintenance, or its government. 
When Christ came in the flesh the severe words 
He pronounced were not so much against the 
profane and scandalous among the Scribes and 
Pharisees, as against those that appeared most 
strict, and were accounted among the Jews the 
most reverend and godly. And were it not for 
the appearance of godliness in these men, the 
persecution of the present times had not been 
so hot, and the good old work of reformation so 
much overtarned as it is at this day.” 


No. ILIl.—Jsaac Penington to his father, Alder- 
man Penington, combating the, accusations of 
the latter against “ The Friends of Truth.” 
‘Ah, dear father, why dost thou so often 

give me occasion of mourning before the Lord, 

because of hari and unrighteous charges from 


thee. How often have I solemnly professed 
that there never was any desire in me, nor en- 
deavors used by me, to draw my father to this 
way [the Friends’ way] which my father will 
not equally consider, but will have his own ap- 
prehension go for granted! All the desire that 
is in my soul is this, that my father might have 
the true knowledge of Christ, and not set up 


another thing instead of it; that be might in-! 
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deed hear His sayings, and do them, and not 
set up his own or other men’s fancies aad in- 
vented meanings instead of the sayings of 
Christ. Now, though I am not for ways or 
opinions, but only for Christ, the living power 
of God felt in the heart, yet because my father 
stumbleth at these things, I cannot but say 
somewhat more. My father lays down three 
reasons why he cannot believe this way to be 
of God, viz :— 

“ Ist. ‘ God's way is a way of love, peace, 
and unity.’ 

“ Answer.—If my father had that eye opened 
that can see the things of God, and did apply 
himself to look therewith, he might see that 
peace, that love, that unity among this people 
which other men do but talk of; but if he takes 
things by the report of the enemies both to God 
and them, he shall be sure to hear and believe 
bad enough. They have no war with anything 

| but unrighteousness ; and with that they can- 
not have peace, no, not though it be in their 
dearest relations. They love the souls of their 
enemies, and think no pains or hazard too great 
for the saving of them. Being persecuted, they 
| bless; being reviled, they entreat and pray for 
‘their persecutors. They are at unity with 
whatever is of God; but with the seed of the 
serpent they cannot be at unity; for they freely 
witness against the generation of vipers in this 
; present age, under their several painted cover- 
ings, as Christ and his Apostles did against the 
Scribes and Pharisees. The spirit of the 
| Scribes and Pharisees is now in the world; and 
{the Spirit of Christ and His Apostles is also in 
the world, and they cannot but fight, each with 
|its proper weapons: the one with stocks, whips, 
‘fines, prisons, etc., the other with the spiritual 
larmor of Christ. Thus the one wrestles with 
flesh and blood, fights with the creature, hurts 
that: the other loves the creature, seeks the 
saving of it, and fights only against the power 
of darkness which rules the creature.” 

2d. ‘ God’s way is a way of humility.’ 

“ Answer.—lf they had not been broken and 
humbled by God, they could never have been 
entered into this way, which the lofty fleshly 

art abhors. Nor is this a voluntary humility, 
| but a true Christian humility, which crosseth 
and breaketh the will [that is opposed to God} 
all the day long.” 

“3d. ‘ That God is a God of order, not of 
confusion.’ 

“ Answer.—Blessed be the Lord who hath 
recovered for us some of the true church’s or- 
der, and delivered out of the confusion of Anti- 
christ. We know that order which is of the 
Spirit of Christ; but that which man in his 
wisdom calls order is but Aatichrist’s order. 
To have man’s spirit speak, and God’s spirit 
stopt, is the order of all the Antichristian 
churches and congregations. But to have man’s 
spirit stopt and God’s Spirit speak is the order 
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of Christ’s church, and this order we know and 
rejoice in.” ; 

* The last part of the letter consists of very 
harsh and unrighteous charges, mixed with bit 
ter expressions which I pass over, appealing to 
God who is able to clear me. Only I confess it 
is sumewhat hard to one part of me, that my 
own father should deal thus with me.” 

** About not having comfort in me, and wish- 
ing we more comfort in my son, I must needs say 
this—If that eye were opened which could see 
the work of God in and upon me, this might 
afford comfort; and if the Lord ever vouchsafe 
to give me such a cause of comfort in any of 
my children, it will be the joy of my soul. If 
I were in any formal way of religion, I might 
be a comfort to my father, for he could at least 
bear with that; but because the Lord hath 
seized upon my heart by the power of His 
Truth, and I can bow to none but Him,—no, 
not to my most dear father—now I am no 
comfort.” 

** 14th of Twelfth month, 1658.” 

(To be continued.) 


FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 





PHILADELPHIA, TWELFTH MONTH 28, 1867. 


Dayrs.—* Ye observe days and months and 
times and years.” St. Paul brought this as a 
charge against the Galatians, and their prone- 
ness in this respect discouraged him as to the 
prospect of their standing fast in the liberty 
wherewith Christ had made them free. Wheth- 


"er at this day professing Christians are exempt 


from a superstitious observance of days and 
times, it would be superfluous toask. The 25th 
day of the 12th month is observed throughout 
Christian nations, in reference to the birth of 
our Lord,—but by a large majority of the peo 
ple in a manner little accordant with the solemn 
and glorious memories thus called up. When 
a large part of the human family are celebrating 
the advent of Him who alone could save them 
from their sins, the grand theme which Pollock 


calls 


“the science and the song 
Of all eternity,” 


is forced upon our attention, and it would ill 
become us to be indifferent upon that day to a 
subject which upon all days ought to fill our 
minds and hearts. If at such a time any on 
stimulated, as George Fox was, to “go about 
doing good,” after the example of our Lord, 
and to give presents to the poor and needy,— 
surely what would be commendable at all times, 
cannot vhen be wrong. If any choose upon 
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that day to “give good gifts unto their chil 
dren,” let them remember to exalt their atten- 
tion to the beneficent Being who will give of 
his good Spirit to them that ask him. But to 
the superstitious, the foolish, the merry-making 
observance of the day, we do object. It is well 
also to remember that there is nothing in Serip- 
ture, in history or in reason to warrant the con- 
clusion which many adopt without examination, 


that 
“ Christ was born on Christ-mass day.” 

As the glorious event occurred before the shep- 
herds had brought home their flocks, which, 
according to the custom of the country, was 
always done before the time answering to our 
Twelfth, or even Eleventh month, it is chrono- 
logically absurd to place the nativity on Twelfth 
mooth twenty-fifth. Adam Clarke says: 

“The time in which Christ was born has 
been considered as a subject of great import- 
ance among Christians. However, the matter 
has been considered of no moment by Him who 
inspired the Evangelists; as not one hint is 
dropped on the subject, by which it might be 
possible even to guess nearly to the time, except 
the chronological fact mentioned above.” [ Re- 
ferring to the flocks being still in the fields by 
night. 

Again he says: 

‘Learned and pious men have trifled egre- 
giously on this subject, making that of import- 
ance which the Holy Spirit by his silence has 
plainly informed them is of none.” “ Fabricius 
vives a catalogue of 136 different opinions as to 
the year of Christ's birth; and as to his birth- 
day, that has been placed by Christian sects 
and learned mea in every month in the year.” 


That this date was fixed by a Pope of Rome, 
should give it no prestige among Protestants ; 
that it is the perpetuation of a Pagan festival, 
cannot recommend it to Christians. We intro- 
duce into the present number a dispassionate 
essay by R. Chambers, for the information of 
such as desire to trace the ground upon which 
Pope Julius I. decided to celebrate Mass upon 
this day. 


INcENTIVE TO HoLiInEss.—An esteemed cor- 
respondent has furnished another compilation 
of texts, aiming to enamor the reader with 
the beauty of holiness. We trust that this 
sweet concern will not be altogether in vain. 
We think it will not. We would encourage 
our friends to bave these passages read in the 
fear of the Lord in their collected families. 
It will be promotive of purity of thought and 
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life. “ Whatsoever things are pure’—*“ think 
on those things.” The Psalmist King sang 
earnestly of the “beauty of holiness,” and, 
knowing it to be attainable, commended it to 
“all the kindreds of the people.” The Priests 
and Levites in Hezekiah’s days perceived, longed 
for and typified it, when “io their set office 
they sanctified themselves in holiness.” And 
what reverence Solomon retained for it, when 
he excluded his Egyptian bride from places of 
sacred associations, “‘ because,” said he, “ the 
places are holy whereunto the ark of the Lord 
hath come.” David called upon the saints to 
give thanks at the remembrance of Messiah’s 
holiness. Paul (whose uaderstanding had beeo 
enlightened by amazing visions when he was 
caught up into the third heaven and shown un- 
speakable things) taught the high importance 
of becoming partakers of Christ’s holiness, 
without which, he solemnly aaserted, no man 
should see him. And how impressive is it to 
read that whilst no one who is unholy can be 
admitted into the beavenly city, no lock or war- 
der is needed for their exclusion,—the gates 
are ever open, but unholiness is self-repelled. 
On the other hand, those who have right to the 
Tree of Life, enter in, through the gates, into 
the city. It was in view of this that Peter ex- 


claimed, “ What manner of persons ought ye to 
be in all holy conversation and godliness ;” and 
that he exhorted his beloved to be found of 
Christ, “‘in peace, without spot and blameless.’’ 


=~ ES —EEE 


THe ILLustRATED ANNUAL REGISTER OF 
Rurat AFratRs AND CuLTIVATOR ALMA- 
NAC FOR 1868, containing practical suyges- 
tions for the Farmer and Horticulturist, with 
nearly 150 engravings. By J. J. THomas. 
Albany, Luther Tucker & Son. Pp. 228. 
This beautiful and instructive manual is well 

worthy of the farmer's careful perusal, and at 
least weekly reference. When it was brought 
to our table. we handed it, for examination, to 
an intelligent agricultural friend, whose verdict 
we give: 

“The Annual Register appears to me a par- 
ticularly pleasing and valuable number, con- 
taining a great variety of condensed and prac 
tical wisdom in rural matters The subjects 
chosen for more especial illustration are well 
selected and of general interest. Our friend 
J.J. Thomas is thoroughly posted in all the 
improvements of the day, aud a safe and ju- 
dicious adviser.” 
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DIED. 

SCHOLES.—In Mansfield, Mass., on the 8th of 
Eleventh month, 1867, Ellen R., wife of S. Emmons 
Scholes, and danghter of Thomas and Roxanna 
Grover, aged 28 years; a member of Smithfield 
Monthly Meeting, R. I. Affectionate in all the re- 
lations of life—patient in ber suff-rings, giving 
evidence by her expressions of love for hvr Saviour 
and for her fellow men, she was endeared to a 
large circle of friends, and we reverently believe is 
at rest in Jesus. . 

COOK.—At the residence of his grandmother, 
Sarah Newby, near Raysville, Ind., on the 4th of 
Ninth month, 1867, E«rl F , only child of Isaac and 
Sarah A. Cook, members of Spring Creek Monthly 
Meeting, aged 9 months. 

HADLEY.—On the 8th of Sixth month, 1867, in 
her 22d year, Rosella E., daughter of Jesse and Re- 
becca Hadley; a member of Rich Square Mo. Meet- 
ing, lowa. During the last year of her life the Divine 
mercy and love constituted her favorite theme, and 
she frequently spoke of the uncertainty of time and 
the importance of a state of preparation for the 
change. She encouraged others, both by example 
and exbortaiion, to present themselves before the 
Lord in the assemblies for public worship. Being 
favored with a peaceful assurance of her avceptance, 
she sweetly held herself ready as a servant in wait- 
ing; and the language impressed upon the minds of 
her friends is—“ Blessed are the dead who die in 
the Lord ” 

TETERS.—At his residence in Stark Co , Ohio, on 
the 25th of Seventh month, 1867, John Teters, in the 
84th year of his age; a beloved member and elder 
of Alliance Monthly Meeting, Ohio. The pious ex- 
ample of our dear friend during his long life bas 
been a blessing to many. “ Mark the p rfecc man, 
and behold the upright, for the end of that man is 
peace.” 

WAY.—In Spring Valley, Bedford Co., Pa., on the 
10th of Sixth month, 1867, Elizabeth Way, io the 
78th year of her age; an esteemed member of Dun- 
ning’s Creek Monthly Meeting. Of this dear mother 
io Israel a sweet memorial lives in the hearts of sur- 
vivors. Her last charge to her friends was, “ Do 
not neglect your meetings.” 

anette 
CORRESPONDENCE, 

Letter from E. C. Miller. 
Ca10os—Samos—Patmuos—Raopes— Matta—Cypres 
—Tarsvs—T ripoti—Beyrovur. 

Beyarovt, Syria, 11th mo. 12, 1867. 
Respected friend, Wm J. Allinson: 

The account of the journey of our dear 
Friends E. and S. Jones was brought down to 
the time of our leaving Smyrna. Having now 
reached Beyrout in safety, they wish thee and 
their friends in America to know as soon as may 
be of their welfare up to this time, and of the 
pleasant and very interesting voyage which we 
were favored to make safely and comfortably 
since the last account w»s sent to thee. Since 
our arrival here on Sixth-day, the Ist, the 
weather has been so broken and stormy—very 
high winds, with heavy rains, thunder and 
lightning—that we do indeed feel there is great 
cause for thankfulness to Him who holds the 
winds and the waters under His control that we 
were permitted to come safely into port after a 
voyage of several days, during which the sea 
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was perfectly calm, reachiog our destination at 
the time which had been planned, and so es- 
caping the change of weather which always 
takes place about this time of year. 

We sailed from Smyrna about noon on Sev- 
enth-day, the 26th, gradually losing sight of 
the beautiful mountains which rise up on the 
southwest side of the bay, with their fine color- 
ing of grey, pink, green and purple, which gives 
such a charm tothe hills along this coast. We 
passed Chios and Samos,—the latter in the 
dusk; Patmos, with its great interest as the 
isle to which the beloved disciple was banished 
by the Emperor Domitian, and where the won- 
derful visions were revealed to him. We went 
very near, but it was in the darkest part of the 
night, so that we did not see it. 

The following day (First-day, tae 27th) we 
reached Rhodes, and the steamer stopping for 
a few hours, we went on shore, going up the 
steep street, where on either hand stand the 
half-ruined, strongly- built castles, houses once 
occupied by the Knights of St. John. Over 
each doorway way still very plainly be seen the 
various coats-of-arms of the members of the 
order, the Grand Master having a larger house 
and more elaborate escutcheon. From this, the 
Stradza Reale, we found our way to the out- 
skirts of the town. The country round is 
beautiful, but the town is a very poor place, so 
far as we saw it, with the narrow streets which 
characterize Eastern towns. We were much 
struck with one sight we saw, which gave a 
somewhat depressing idea of the government 
there,—a man with heavy chains upon him, at 
large, accompanied by some one who seemed 
his keeper, asking alms of the passers-by. We 
found he was a prisoner, and that these men 
are allowed to do this for their support. We 
passed a mosque at the time when the congre- 
gation were coming out, and saw each man re- 
sume his shoes at the door: there were no 
women. We were allowed to look inside, but 
not to enter more than a step or two. It was 
a plain, white-washed building, with matting, 
but no seats; texts from the Koran painted 
here and there on the walls, and a kind of pul- 
pit from which the Koran is read. There are 
many Jews and Mohammedans at Rhodes. It 
was sorrowful to think how many there were 
who were professing to worship God, but in so 
mistaken a manner. Eli Jones and A. Fox 
distributed a great many portions of Scripture 
and tracts in Arabic, Turkish and Hebrew, as 
they did all along the coast at our various 
stopping places, so sowing much good seed, 
some of which at least may, we hope, take root 
and bear fruit. We were interested in seeing 
in the harbor quite a little fleet of white-sailed 
boats, used for the sponge fisheries of this part 


of the Mediterranean; the men going out in| 


them dive, it is said, sometimes to the depth of 
thirteen fathoms to cut the sponges from the 


rock. The water here and in many other places 
was beautifully clear and blue. 

The whole of the following day was spent in 
coasting along that part of Anatolia formerly 
called Lycia, Pamphylia and Cilicia, keeping 
very near the shore, so that we cou'd plainly 
see the remains of towns above the beach, with 
mountains rising behind, and above all, coming 
here and there into view the great range of 
Taurus, on whose tops some snow was lying. 
It was a great privilege to pass near scenes of 
such interest as those regions through which 
Paul and his companions so often passed, and 
to see the very places on which their eyes must 
have rested. Cyprus was visible on our right, 
but too distant for us to obtain much idea of its 
appearance. 

Early in the morning of the 29th we found 
ourselves in the harbor of Mersina, the port of 
Tesrsus, about ten miles from that city, of which 
Paul was a citizen. This latter place itself we 
could not see, but we were shown the direction 
in which it lay among the mountains, and the 
point where the Cyduus flows into the sea, with 
its cold waters fresh from Taurus, whose snowy 
tops we plainly saw. The ship remained here 
till the afternoon, shipping wheat ; and we were 
much interested in seeing a train of 150 camels, 
winding down from the direction of Tarsus, and 
moving slowly along the shore to discharge 
their freight at the warehouses on the quay. 

Our next touching place was Alexandretta, 
near the ancient Issus, at the head of the gulf 
of Iskanderoon, a very low-lying, poor little 
place among marshy land, at the very foot of 
the beautiful mountains which bound what may 
.be called the head of the Mediterranean. We 
then turned our faces southward, passing not 
far from Antioch, which, however, cannot be 
seen from the sea. We stopped a few hours at 
Latakia, near which rises the cone-shaped 
Mount Cassius. Soon after passing this, we 
had our first view of one of the spurs of Mount 
Lebanon, crowned with snow. This grand and 
extensive range became more and more con- 
spicuous until we reached Tripoli, which lies 
beautifully at its feet in a fine wide bay. We 
sailed very near the island of Aradus, the an- 
cient Arvad, opposite to which lies “ the enter- 
ing in of Hamath,” so often mentioned in the 
Bible, the boundary of the Land of Promise, 
though never of that really possessed by the 
Israelites. Arvad (whose inhabitants are al- 
luded to in Gen. x. 18) was one of the chief 
cities of Phoenicia, the Arvadites being, after 
the Tyrians and Sidonians, the most celebrated 
Pheenician navigators. They are mentioned by 
Ezekiel as among the most skilful mariners of 
| the ships of Tyre, and the bravest soldiers who 
/manned her walls. (Ezek. xxvii. 8-11.) 

The weather was very fine but extremely hot 
all the time we were on the water. The first 
day we were in Beyrout the sirocco was blow- 
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ing, a hot, enervating wind. Beyrout looks 
beautiful either from the sea or land. It is 
built along the shore at the foot of Lebanon. 
The houses are not so closely set as in Smyrna 
and other towns which we have seen, but mul- 
berry and fig gardens are planted among them, 
whose green adds very much to the effect. On 
the southwest of the city is a strip of sandy 
desert, with here and there a palm-tree on its 
borders, and the outskirts of the town are 
planted with hedges of the prickly pear,—a 
kind of cactus,—growing to the height of ten 
or twelve feet. with a stem of from one to two 
feet in thickness, whose broad, thorny leaves 
form a protection against the encroachments of 
the sand. 

We find several American and English mis- 
sionaries, many of whose schools we have visit- 
ed, and have been much interested in them; 
also attending some religious meetings. As it 
is the rainy season, the Friends are not able to 
get on quite so fast with their work as might 
otherwise be the case; but they have been} 
warmly received, and their visit seems to be a 
very opportune one. Qur party are all iv usual 
health. The dear Friends think their health | 
is improved—decidedly so—since they left 
Awerica. They desire their dear love to be 
given thee. 

With kind regards from Alfred L. Fox aud 
myself, | am thine, sincerely, 

ELLEN CLARE MILLER. 


Ganskvoort, Saratoga Co.,N.Y 
Esteemed friend, Wm. J. 

I was much surprised, as I doubt not were 
many others, to read in No. 13 the article by 
C. M., relative to the Indians. I forward the 
following letter from Asa Anthony, son of the 
late Elihu Anthony, a minister of our Society, 
thinking it corrective or an answer to his whole- 
sale invectives against them.* J. De Vout. 


., 12th mo. 11, 
Allinson: 


67. 


“On leaving Council Bluff, we proceeded on 


our way toward the Pacific. Crossed the Mis- 
souri River into Nebraska. Our train consist- 
ed of about one hundred wagons, with many 
women and children. We heard very many 
alarming accounts of Indian hostilities. The 
Governor of Nebraska at Omaha used his ut- 
most endeavors to prevent oyr proceeding far- 
ther. He assured us that certain death awaited 
us if we did. We held a council, and resolved 
to arm ourselves and go on. We accordingly 
provided ourselves with rifles, revolvers and 
bowie knives. Thus prepared we could make 
about one thousand discharges per minute. We 
had tne worst to fear from the Sioux, a very 
powerful tribe. They were situated in Ne- 
braska, on each side of the P latte River. We 


* It is quit e due to C. M. to state that he is a man 
full of human kindness, and a friend to the lndians— 
though we thiok he ander-estimates the Govern- 
mental responsibility in Indian wrongs. Ep. 
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moved on to Fort Laramie without meeting any 
of our dreaded foe. The officers of the fort 
were much alarmed at our hazardous under- 
taking. They also endeavored to persuade us 
to abandon it and proceed no farther. After 
proceeding about forty miles, we were overtaken 
by two messengers-sent by the commander of 
the fort, with despatches to inform us that a 
company of scouts had just come in and report- 
ed a large body of Sioux in-hostile array, who 
had just massacred a company of emigrants in 
the vicinity of the country through which we 
were to pass. This information produced pal- 
pitation of the heart with the women and with 
some of the men. After holding a council, we 
again decided to goon, each man being pledged 
to do his best in defence of his life and property 
to the last. The next day we came in sight of 
a very large company of those we so greatly 
dreaded. On remembering my earlier teach- 
ings by my venerated father, i proposed that 
we try peaceable measures first We camped ; 

five of us set out in advance. On meeting some 
of the Indians, we informed them that we were 
| Peace ‘able emigrants, and wished to be at peace 
with them. We invited them to meet us with 
their chief, with an escort of men. He came 
with about 100 men. He was a fine, noble 
looking man, friendly, and could talk English 
well. All were dressed in a splendid manner. 
We presented them with flour, bacon, coffee and 
sugar, which they received, politely thanking 
us, and assured us that we should not be mo- 
lested while in their country; to which promise 
they were faithful, offering us no molestation, 

A dear Friend writing from the Pacific coast 
says : 

“T have been greatly inte ease in the ac- 
counts of the meetings held in Sweden and 
Norway, and have more than once ‘felt as if I 
must write to Asbjorn Kloster, so strangely do 
I feel drawn to him, I do believe, in the bond 
of fellowship. The pictures of their simple 
homes, and the fresh, /ive interest conveyed of 
their religious exercises and earnestness in seek- 
ing after Truth, are very interesting, and have 
come into my dead life (regarding Quakerism) 
here, with a very stirring emphasis. If thou 
corresponds with Asbjorn Kloster, say to him, 
that a Friend in far distant California has taken 
courage, and felt renewed hope, from his min- 
istry in his own cold Northland. Truly all are 
to be one in Christ, whether Medes or Persians, 
or dwellers in Mesopotamia.” 

From Illustrated Annual Register of Rural Affairs. 
USEFUL ADVICE TO FARMERS FOR FIRST MONTH 

Let saving be the watchword now. 

Save the flesh of animals by attending to 
their comfort. 

Keep them warm, sheltered and clean. 

Feed and water them regularly. 

Give wholesome food and pure water. 
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Keep stables clean and ventilated. 

Watch animals and ‘supply all wants. 

Save fodder by good feeding racks. 

Feed often and in small quantities. 

Shelter them from winds and storms. 

Protect trees from mice by treading snow 
about them. 

Subscribe for agricultural papers. 

[The above hints take for granted that ample pro- 
vision for Winter had already been made, and shel- 
ter prepared for animals, protecting them against 
beating winds. ] 

veemsithdsiiliahiaes. 
jFor Friends’ Review. 
HOLINESS. 
HIS CHILDREN HOW TO BE HOLY 
AND TO PLEASE HIM: 


GOD SHOWS 


REVIEW. 


He that saith he abideth in him ought him- 
self also so to walk, even as he walked. 1 Jobn 
ii. 6. 

Ye are of God, little children, and have 
overcome them: because greater is he that is 
in you, than he that is in the world. 1 John 
iv. 4, 

For I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man: but I see another law in my 
members, warring against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to the law of 
sin which is in my members. O wretched 
man that I am! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death? I thank God through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind 
I myself serve the law of God; but with the 


That it is to be accomplished by the power of flesh the law of sin. There is therefore now 


His Spirit working in us mightily—by our 
abiding and walling in Christ. He teoches 
us that our flesh is utterly corrupt and in- 
capable of improvement, and that while we 
walk in the flesh we cannot please Him, 
But He shows us that if we are born of Him 
His Spirit dwells within us, and that if “ we 
walk in the Spirit we shall not fulfil the lusts 
of the flesh”” And He declares that the 


righteousness of the law is fulfilled in those 

“who walk not after the flesh but after the 

Spirit.” 

Now the God of peace, that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shep- 


herd of the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in you that 
which is well pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ ; to whom be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. Heb. xiii. 20, 21. 

Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always 
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling : for it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and to do of 
his good pleasure. Phil. ii. 13. 

Abide in me, and Lin you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in 
the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in 
me. I am the vine, ye are the branches. He 
that abideth in me, and [in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit; for without me ye 
can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he 
is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and 
men gather them, and cast them into the fire, 
and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 
will and it shall be done uoto you. John xv. 
4—7. 

Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: who. 
soever sinneth hath not seen him, neither 
known him. 1 John iii. 6. 

And now, little children, abide in him ; that, 
when he shall appear, we may have confidence, 
and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 
1 Jobo ii. 28, 


no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law 
of sin and death. For what the law could not 
do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 
that the righteousness of the law might be ful- 
filled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. Rom. vii. 22—25. viii. 1—4. 

For when we were io the flesh, the motions 
of sins, which were by the law, did work in our 
members to bring forth fruit unto death. But 
now we are delivered from the law, that being 
dead wherein we were held; that we should 
serve in newness of spirit, and not in the old- 
ness of the letter. Rom. vii. 5, 6. 

So then they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but 
in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God 
dwell in you. Nowif any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if 
Christ be in you, the body is dead because of 
sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteous- 
ness. Rom. viii. 8—10. 

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified 
with him, that the body of sin might be de- 
stroyed, that hevceforth we should not serve 
sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Rom. 
vi. 6, 7. 

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be 
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom. vi. 11. 

For I through the law am dead to the law, 
that I might live unto God I am crucified 
with Christ : nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave himself for 
me. Gal. ii. 19, 20. 

In whom also ye are circumcised with the 
circumcision made without hands, in putting 
off the body of the sins of the flesh by the cir- 
eumeisicn of Christ. Col. ii. 11. 

Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to 
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the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live 
after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through 
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live. Rom. viii. 12, 13. 

And they that are Christ’s have crucified the 
flesh with the affections and lusts. Gal. v. 24. 

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk ye in him: routed and built 
up ia him, and stablished in the faith, as ye 
have been taught, abounding therein with 
thanksgiving. Col. ii. 67. 

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 
that the excelleacy of the power may be of 
God, and not of us. We are troubled on every 
side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but 
not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken ; 
cast down but not destroyed; always bearing 
about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, 
that the life also of Jesus might be made mani- 
fest in our body. For we which live are alway 
delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the 
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in 
our mortal flesh. 2 Cor. iv. 7—11. 

That no flesh should glory in his presence. 
But of bim are ye io Christ Jesus, who of God 
is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemption ; that accord- 
ing as it is written, He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord. 1 Cor. i. 29—31. 

But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the 
lusts thereof. Rom. xiii. 14. 

For they that are after the flesh do mind the 
things of the flesh; but they that are after the 
Spirit, the things of the Spirit. Rom. viii. 5. 

If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in 
the Spirit. Gal. v. 25. 

This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye 
shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. Gal. v. 
16. 

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not 
war after the flesh : for the weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strongholds, casting 
down imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, 
aod bringing into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Christ. 2 Cor. x.3—5. 

For the love of Christ constraineth us; be- 
cause we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead: and that he died for all, 
that they which live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto him which died for 
them, and rose again. Wherefore henceforth 
know we no man after the flesh: yea, though 
we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now 
henceforth know we him no more. Therefore 
if any man be ia Christ, he is a new creature : 
old things are passed away ; behold, all things 
are become new. 2 Cor. v. 14—I17. 

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh 
the world: and this is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith. Who is he 
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that overcometh the world, but he that believ- 
eth that Jesus is the Son of God. 1 John v. 
4, 5. 

O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, 
that ye should not obey the truth, belure whose 
eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, 
crucified among you? This only would [ 
learn of you, Recvived ye the Spirit by the 
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith ? 
Are ye so foolish ? having begun in the Spirit, 
are ye now made perfect by the flesh? Have 
ye suffered so many things in vain ? if it be yet 
in vaio. He therefore that ministereth to you 
the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, 
doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the 
hearing of faith ? Gal. iii. 1—65. 

For we through the Spirit wait for the hope 
of righteousness by faith. For in Jesus Christ 
neither circumeision availeth any thing, nor 


uncircumcision ; but faith which worketh by 


love. Gal. v. 5, 6. 

What shall wesay then? That the Gentiles, 
which followed not after righteousness, have 
attained to righteousness, even the righteous- 
ness which is of faith. But Israel, which fol- 
lowed not the law of righteousness, hath not at- 
tained to the law of righteousness. Where- 
fore? Because they sought it not by faith, but 
as it were by the works of the law. For they 
stumbled at that stumblingstone ; as it is writ- 
ten, Behold, I lay io Sion a stuwblingstone and 
rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on 
him shall not be ashamed. Rom. ix. 30—33. 

For they being ignorant of God's righteous- 
ness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves 
unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is 
the ead of the law for righteousness to every 
one that believeth. Rom. x 3, 4. 

1 do not frustrate the grace of God: for if 
righteousness come by the law, then Christ is 


dead in vain. Gal. ii. 21. 
(To be conelnded.) 
-——- 


JOHN BUNYAN. 
(Continued from page 261.) 

One day, while standing in the street, curs- 
ing and blaspheming, he met with a reproof 
which startled him. The woman of the house 
in front of which the wicked young tiuker was 
standing, herself, as he remarks, ‘‘a very 
loose, ungodly wretch,” protested that his hor- 
rible profanity made her tremble ; that he was 
the ungodliest fellow for swearing she had ever 
heard, and able to spoil all the youth of the 
town who came in his company. Struck by 
this wholly unexpected rebuke, he at once 
abandoned the practice of swearing ; although 
previously he tells us that “he bad never 
known how to speak, unless he put an oath be- 
fore and another behind.” 

The good name which he gained by this 
change was now a temptation to him. “ My 
neighbors,” he says, “ were amazed at my great 
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conversion from prodigious profanencss to some- 
thing like a moral life and sober man. Now, 
therefore, they began to praise, to commend, 
and to speak well of me, both to my face and 
behind my back. Now I was, as they said, be- 
come godly; now I was become a right honest 
man. But ob! when I understood those were 
their words and opinions of me, it pleased me 
mighty well; for though as yet I was nothing 
but a poor painted hypocrite, yet I loved to be 
talked of as one that was truly godly. I was 
proud of my godliness, and, indeed, I did all I 
did either to be seen of or well spoken of by 
men ; and thus I continued for about a twelve- 
month or more.” 

The tyranny of his imagination at this pe- 
riod is seen in the following relation of bis 
abandonment of one of his favorite sports. 

“ Now you must know, that before this I 
had taken much delight in ringing, but my 
conscience beginning to be tender, I thought 
such practice was but vain, and therefore 
forced myself to leave it; yet my miod han- 
kered ; wherefore, I would go to the steeple- 
house and look on, though I durst not ring ; 
but I thought this did not become religion 
neither ; yet I forced myself, and would look 
on still. But quickly after, | began to think, 
‘ How if one of the bells should fall?’ Then 
I choose to stand under a main beam, that lay 
overthwart the steeple, from side to side, thiuk- 
ing here I might stand sure; but then I 
thought again, should the bell fall with a 
swing, it might first hit the wall, and then, re- 
bounding upon me, might kill me for all this 
beam. ‘This made me stand in the steeple 
door; and now, thought I, I am safe enough ; 
for if a bell should then fall, I can slip out be- 
hind these thick walls, and so be preserved not- 
withstanding. 

“So after this I would yet go to see them 
ring, but would not go any farther than the 
steeple door. But then it came in my head, 
‘ How if the steeple itself should fall?’ And 
this thought (it may, for aught I know, 
when I stood and looked on) did continually 
so shake my mind, that 1 durst not stand at 
the steeple door any longer, but was forced to 
flee, for fear the steeple should fall upon my 
head.” 

About this time, while wandering through 
Bedford in pursuit of employment, he chanced 
to see three or four poor old women sitting at 
a door, in the evening sun, and, drawing near 
them, heard them converse upon the things of 
God; of His work in their hearts; of their 
natural depravity; of the temptations of the 
Adversary ; and of the joy of believing, and of 
the peace of reconciliation. The words ofthe 
aged women found a response in the soul of the 
listener. ‘“ He felt his heart shake,” to use his 
own words; he saw that he lacked the true 
tokens of a Christian. He now forsook the 
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company of the profane and licentious, and 
sought that of a poor man who had the reputa- 
tion of piety, but, to his grief, he found him 
‘a devilish ranter, given up to all manner of 
uncleanness ; he would laugh at all exhorta- 
tion to sobriety, and deny that there was a 
God, an angel, or a spirit.” 

“ Neither,’’ he continues, “ was this man only 
a temptation to me, bat, my calling lying in 
the country, 1 happened to come into several 
people’s company, who, though strict io relig- 
ion formerly, yet were also drawn away by 
these ranters. These would also talk with me 
of their ways, and condemn we as illegal and 
dark ; pretending that they only had attained 
to perfection, that could do what they would, 
and not sin. Qh! these temptations were 
suitable to my flesh, I being but a young man, 
and my nature in its prime; but God, who 
had, as I hope, designed me for better things, 
kept me in the fear of his name, and did not 
suffer me to accept such cursed principles.” 

At this time he was sadly troubled to ascer- 
tain whether or not be bad that faith which 
the Scriptures spake of. Travelling one day 
from Elstow to Bedford, after a recent rain, 
which had left pools of water in the path, he 
felt a strong desire to settle the question, by 
commanding the pools to become dry, and the 
dry places to become pools. Going under the 
hedge, to pray fur ability to work the miracle, 
he was struck with the thought, that if he 
failed he should know, indeed, that he wasa 
castaway, and give himself up to despair. He 
dared not attempt the experiment, and went 
on his way, to use his own forcible language, 
“tossed up and down between the devil and 
bis own ignorance.” 

Soon after, he had one of those visions which 
foreshadowed the wonderful dream of his Pil- 
grim’s Progress. He saw some holy people of 
Bedford on the sunny side of a high mountain, 
refreshing themselves in the pleasant air and 
suplight, while he was shivering in cold and 
darkness, amidst snows and never-melting ices, 
like the victims of the Scandinavian hell. A 
wall compassed the mountain, separating him 
from the blessed, with one small gap or door- 
way, through which, with great pain and effort, 
he was at last enabled to work his way into the 
sunshine, and sit down with the saints, in the 
light and warmth thereof. 

But vow a new trouble assailed him. Like 
Milton’s metaphysical spirits, who sat apart, 

“ And reasoned of foreknowledge, will, and fate,” 
he grappled with one of those great questions 
which have always perplexed and baffled human 
inquiry, and upon which much has been writ- 
ten to little purpose. He was tortured with 
anxiety to know whether, according to the 
Wesimioster formula, he was elected to salva- 
tion or damnation. His old adversary vexed 
his soul with evil suggestions, and even quoted 
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Scripture to enforce them. “It may be you 
are not elected,” said the Tempter, and the 
poor tinker thought the supposition altogether 
too probable. “ Why, then,” said Satan, “ you 
had as good leave off, and strive no farther; 
for if, indeed, you should not be elected and 
chosen of God, there is no hope of your being 
saved ; for it is neither in him that willeth nor 
in bim that runneth, but in God who showeth 
mercy.’ At length when, as he says, he was 
about giving up the ghost of all his hopes, this 
passage fell with weight upon his spirit: 
“ Look at the generatiuns of old, and see ;* did 
ever any trust in God, and were confounded ?”’ 
Comforted by these words, he opened his Bible 
to note them, but the most diligent search and 
inquiry of his neighbors failed to discover 
them. At length, his eye fell upon them in 
the Apocryphal book of Keclesiasticus. This, 
he says, somewhat doubted him at first, as the 
book was not canonical; but in the end he 
took courage and comfort from the passage 
“T bless God,” be says, ‘for that word; it 
was good forme. That word doth still often- 
times shine before my face.” 

A long and weary struggle was now before 
him. “T canoot,” he says, “express with 
what longings and breathings of my soul | 
cried unto Christ to call me. Gold! could it 
have been gotten by gold, what would I have 
given for it. Had I a whole world, it had all 
gone ten thousand times over for this, that my 
soul might have been in a converte state. 
How lovely now was every one in my eyes, 
that I thought to be converted men and 
women. ‘They shone, they walked like a peo- 
ple who carried the broad seal of Heaven with 
them.” 

With what force and intensity of language 
does he portray in the following passage the real- 
ity and earnestness of bis agonizing experience : 

“ While I was thus afflicted with the fears of 
my own damnation, there were two things would 
make me wonder: the one was, when I saw old 
people hunting after the things of this life, as 
if they should live here always; the other was, 
when I found professors much distressed and 
cast down, when they met with outward losses ; 
as of husband, wife, or child. Lord, thought 
I, what seeking after carnal things by some. 
and what grief in others for the loss of them ! 
If they so much labor after and shed so many 
tears for the things of this present life, how 
am I to be bemoased, pitied, and prayed for ! 
My soul is dying, my soul is damning. Were 
my soul but in a good condition, and were I 
but sure of it, ah! how rich should I esteem 
myself, though blessed but with bread and 
water! I should count these but small afflic- 
tions, and should bear them as little burdens. 


‘A wounded spirit who can bear!’ ” 
(To be continued.) 


* Eccl. ll: 10. 
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SICK AND IN PRISON. 
BY ALICE CAREY. 

Wildly falls the pight around me, 
Chains I cannot break have bound me; 
Spirits unrebuked, undriven 
From before me, darken Heaven; 
Creeds bewilder, and the saying 
Unfelt prayer makes need of praying. 
In this bitter anguish lying, 
Ooly Thou wilt hear my crying— 
Thou, whose hands wash white the erring, 
As the wool is at the shearing; 
Not with dulcimer or psalter, 
But with tears, I seek Thine altar. 


Feet, that trod the mount so weary, 
Eyes, that pitying looked on Mary, 
Hands, that bronght a Father’s blessing, 
* Heads of little children pressing; 
Voice, that said, “ Behold thy Mother,” 
Lo! | seek you, and none other. 

Look, O gentlest eye of pity, 

Out of Zion, glorious city! 

Speak, O voice of mercy, sweetly! 
Hide me, handa of love, completely. 
Sick, in prison, lying lonely, 

Ye can lift me up—Ye only. 

In my hot brow soothe the aching, 

In my sad heart stay the breaking; 

On my lips the murmurs trembling 
Change to praises undissembling; 
Make me raise them as evangels, 
Clothe me with the wings of angels. 
Power that made the few loaves many, 
Power that blessed the wine at Cana, 
Power that said to Lazarus, “ Waken,” 


Leave, oh, leave me. not forsaken ; 
Sick, and hungry, and in prison, 
Save me, Crucified and Risen! 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Foraicn Intetiicence.—Telegraphic advices from 
Europe are to the inst. 

Great Britaix.—The excitement in reference to 
the Fenians continues, and in the general alarm, al- 
most all instances of outrage and lawlessness ap- 
pear to be attributed to the Fenians. Several per- 
sons have been arrested on auspicion of being con- 
cerned in the explosion at Clerkenwell prison, but 
thus far but little positive evidence appears to have 
been elicited. The verdict of the coroner's jary in 
the case charged two of those first arrested with 
murder, in having cansed the explosion. An at- 
tempt was made on the 18th to blow up another 
prison in London, that of Millbank, and the fuse is 
said to have been actually lighted, but the powder 
failed to explode, and the plot was discovered before 
the attempt could be renewed. Arms and ammu- 
nition supposed to be secreted by the Fenians, have 
been seized by the police at various places in Eug- 
land. An apparently organized attempt was made 
on the 15th to set fire to several warehouses in Lon- 
don, and in consequence hundreds of special police- 
men were sworn in, the warehouses in the city care- 
fully watched at night, and the guards of the pris- 
ons increased. It is reported that the Cabinet has 
determined to ask Parliament to suspend the habeas 
corpus in England. In Dublin, legal proceedings 
on the charge of seditious conduct have been com- 
menced against some of those who took part in the 
funeral ceremonies in honor of the executed Fe- 
nians. After an examination before a magistrate, 
two of them were beld to bail for trial for misde- 
meanor. 

The authorities of Newcastle-on-Tyne having re- 
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ceived information that a quantity of nitro-glycerine 
was secreted in that place, two city officers with a 
squad of police, proceeded on the 17th to the epot| 
indicated, and found the oil packed in the usual 
manner. While removing it, it exploded, “killing 
several of the party, and others subsequently died, 
making the whole number of lives lost eight. 

W. E. Gladstone, in a speech to the miners and 
other operatives of Werneth, in Cheshire, on the 
18th, unhesitatingly ascribed the existence of Fe- 
nianism to England’s wretcked mismanagement att 
misgovernment of Ireland. 


France.—The Moniteur of the 18th published a 
circular by the Prefect of Police, subjecting the 
press to a more rigid censorship. 

Notwithstanding the popular opposition shown 
last year to any increase of: the army, the govern- 
mentis again urging the adoption of the bill for the 
reorganization of the army. It bas been under dis- 
cussion both in the Senate and in the Legislative 
Body. In the latter, Minister Rouber protested 
against the supposition that tbe bill was a war mea- 
sure, and declared that it was not proposed as a 
temporary expedient, but as a permanent measure, 
to improve the organization and efficiency of the 
military forces. Ona vote taken toward the close 
of the siting, the ministry was sustained by a ma- 
jority of the Chamber. 


Iraty.—In the Italian Parliament, the Liberal 
members having made a violent attack upon the 
government, the Prime Minister, Menabrea, replied, 
and in the course of bis speech he said that Italy 
would sooner or later possess Rome, and that the 
end would be accomplished, not by arms but by 
moral force. Ratazzi, in opposition, declared that 
the popular vote iu Naples and other cities showed 
that the nation demanded a different policy. The 
long and angry debate terminated on the 2\st, and 
the final vote being then taken, the Ministry was 
defeated by a majority of two. 

Germany.—A report is current that the Grand 
Duke of Baden intends to abdicate, and leave the 
Duchy free to join the North German Confederation. 

Avustria.—The apportionment of the quotas of 
taxes, the proceeds of which are to be applied to the 
payment of the national debt, among the provinces 
of the empire ani the kingdom of Hungary, has been 
finally arranged by a bill which bas passed the 
Reichsrath. The new Constitution has been pro- 
mulgated throughout the empire by imperial decree. 

Japan —Recent advices, via London, announce 
that the ports of Yeddo and Osaka will be thrown 
open to foreigners for settlement and commerce on 
the 29th of lst month, 1868. 

Sours AmericaA.—Later details of the Paraguayan 
success mentioned last week, published in the Paris 
Moniteur, represent that Gen. Lopez of Paraguay, by 
neglect and inactivity, not only lost the results 
of his victory, but was turned upon and defeated 
by his supposed vanquished opponents, losing very 
heavily in the second engagement. In Peru, the 
principal post of the insurgents in the south, Are- 
quipa, was closely besieged, at the last accounts, by 
the government forces, and it was thought it could 
not long hold out. In the north, the attempts at 
revolution, made by the military, have been dis- 
countenanced by the people, and appear likely to 
tail. Ex-President Mosquera of Colombia has been 
tried by the Senate for alleged illegal acts while in 
office, and banished. The Judgés of the Supreme | 
Court, who were accused of complicity with him, 
have also been tried and acquiited. 

Domestic.—Gen. Howard, of the Freedmen’s Bu- 
reau, issued on the llth a circular, ordering that 
after the 15th of Second month, all officers and 
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agents of the Burean, except superintendents of eda- 
cation, in Maryland, Kentucky, West Virginia and 
Tennessee, be discharged. The senior officer of the 
regular army in command of troops will hereafter 
be Assistant Commissioner in those States. He will 
keep himself informed of the condition of the coun- 
try, and have a small, movable force available to 
send to any disturbed district where there shall be 
need, and will aid the superintendent in his work. 

Gen. Hancock has given notice that the election 
in Texas to decide for or against a convention and 
for the choice of delegates thereto, will be held Sec- 
ond month 10th to 14th, inclusive. 

The Georgia Conveation has adopted a resolu- 
tion recommending to Gen. Pope the removal of 
Gov. Jenkins, and the appointment of R. B. Bullock 
as Provisional Governor. It has also passed an or- 
dinance to levy a tax of one-sixteenth of 1 per cent. 

An earthquake of unusual violence for that region 
wae experienced on the 18th inst., in the middle and 
northern parts of New York, Vermont, and the south- 
ern part of Canada. We have reports of it as far east 
as Sackville, New Branswick, and west to Belleville, 
C. W. No damage appears to have resulted, but in 
some places buildings were perceptibly shaken, and 
articles of furniture overturned. 


Coneress.—Both Houses adjourned from the 20th 
inst., to the 6th prox. The Senate, before the ad- 
jouroment, passed the bill from the House to supply 
deficiencies in appropriations for the civil service, 
with an amendment forbidding the allowance of sta- 
tionery or newspapers to members of Congress. 
The House bill to repeal the cotton tax, and that to 
preveut the further retirement or contraction of the 
currency, were not finally acted npon. A resolution 
was adopted calling on the President for information 
respecting the joint occupation by Great Britain and 
the United States of the island of San Juan, on the 
northwestern frontier. Drake, of Mo., introduced a 
bill relative to reconstruction, providing that nothing 
in any previous acts shall be constroned as authoriz- 
ing the reopening of the registratioa lists in any of 
the late rebel States, after the elections for members 
of conventions; aad repealing the provision requir- 
ing half of the registered voters to vote on the rati- 
fication of the Constitutions. A memorial was pre- 
sented, from citizens of Arkansas to the Governor 
of that State, transmitted by him to the Senate, 
setticg forth that in consequence of the destitution 
In some counties, fears existed of an outbreak, and 
asking additional military force; referred to Military 
Committee. 


The House passed a bill, providing that no officer of 
the army, cashiered or dismissed by sentence of 
court-martial, approved by the proper reviewing au- 
thority, shall be restored to the service, except by a 
reappointment confirmed by the Senate; a recon- 
struction bill, changing the requirement of a mae 
jority of registered voters to ratify a State Constitu- 
tion, to require a majority of the votes cast, and pro- 
viding that at the elections on the ratification of the 
Constitution, members of Congress may be voted for, 
who shall be entitled to their seats on taking the 
oaths required by liw, the election to be by districts 
existing in 1858 and 1859; an appropriation bill to 
stpply deficiencies for the execution of the recon- 
struction laws; a post route bill; and concurred 
in the amendment to the civil service deficiency bill 
cutting off the allowance to members for stationery, 
&c., but non-concurred io other amendments, which 
obliges the hill to go back tothe Senate. A resolu- 
tion was adopted asking the President for all corres- 
pondence relating to the treaty for the acquisition of 
Russian America, and infurmation respecting the 
country ceded. 





